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The highly anticipated 2016 Alién spent 12 months in oak
barrels, 80% of them new and built mainly with French oak but
with some 5% American oak, and some 10% of the volume
matured in 15,000-liter concrete vats. It hits the scale at 15%
alcohol and has moderate acidity, showing ripe black fruit and
a creamy texture. 2016 has to be one of the freshest and most
elegant vintages of Alién, a year with depth, freshness and
terrific balance. Same as they do in Pintia, they are finding
ways to lower the impact of the oak in the wine; here, they
used concrete, and the wine shows more primary and floral
aromas and is nicely textured and with fine tannins. 258,458
bottles, 7,017 magnums and some larger formats produced. It
was bottled in June 2018.

- Luis Guti&eacute;rrez, December 2019

A propos de Wine Advocate

Robert Parker founded his bi-monthly newsletter, The Wine Advocate, in 1978. Since then he
has come to be called "the most influential wine writer in the world today." In 2001 he launched
eRobertParker.com. His team of Wine Advocates now comprehensively covers the world of fine
wines in a way that no one person can any longer do. Parker continues to review the great wines
of Bordeaux and Northern California and acts as a critic-at-large conducting vertical tastings and
horizontal tastings of older vintages of California and elsewhere.
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